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Press release MILAN, Italy – April 12, 2011  
 
In its first year, the 111 Navy Chair® has 
diverted 3.5 million bottles out of landfills. 
 

 
 
  
Coca-Cola and Emeco have collaborated to solve an environmental problem: Up-cycling 
consumer waste into a sustainable, timeless chair. The 111 Navy Chair® is made of 111 
plastic bottles, 65% recycled PET plastic and 35% glass fiber and pigment. In its first 
year, the chair has diverted 3.5 million bottles out of landfills. Customers across the 
globe are using a lasting product made of what others discard.  
 
Beyond recycling 
“Unlike other companies who use virgin materials and produce stylish designs in trendy colors 
with the message that you can consume and recycle, we keep consumer waste out of landfills 
and up-cycle it into something that does not need to be recycled for a long time. Our Navy Chair 
design is over 6 decades old. You can buy our 111 Navy Chair® this year or next year or in 10 
years to come, it will never go out of style,” said Gregg Buchbinder, Chairman and CEO at 
Emeco. 
 
Unlike traditional recycling, up-cycling is the idea of turning waste into products of greater value. 
When plastic bottles are recycled, not all can be turned back into containers. As a result, these 
usually become carpets, or toys, or winter fleeces; things that eventually become trash again. 
111 Navy Chair is not just a solution to this problem, but an encouragement of developing 
sustainable structural materials.  
 
On the quest to make a difference 
“Although reengineering a core product was a significant investment for us, I was excited about 
the impact of using the rPET from millions of bottles each year. Weʼve turned something many 
people throw away into something you want and keep for long, long time,” said Buchbinder. 
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The challenge was to turn something recycled into something durable. In 2006, Coca- Cola 
turned to Emeco, the Pennsylvania, USA based manufacturer, famous for its 1006 Navy Chair, 
made for US Navy in 1944 with a lifetime warranty. The solution was to use the classic 1006 
Navy design and a new innovative material, creating the first structural product made from rPET.  
 
Celebrating the contributors of 2010 
Since the introduction of the 111 Navy Chair®, hundreds of clients and consumers across the 
world have engaged in diverting waste out of landfills by including 111 Navy Chairs in their 
projects and in their homes. Diverse examples of customers who invested in making things that 
last include: 
 
JAC Motors Showrooms, by Marcello Maksoud, Brazil 226,662 bottles 
Imagine Nova AB, Sweden 39,405 bottles 
Bryanston School by Terrence Conran UK 36,630 bottles 
Cook & Book, Belgium 33,300 bottles 
GAP International 25,974 bottles 
University of Rochester USA 22,200 bottles 
Yokohama Aka Renga Food Court, Japan 20,091 bottles 
TNT Head Office, Netherlands 19,092 bottles 
Coca-Cola South Pacific and Amatil, by BVN Architects, Australia,  14,319 bottles 
Hots Kitchen by CRA, USA 11100 bottles 
Schiphol Airport, Netherlands 10,767 bottles 
Ohio State University, USA 10,545 bottles 
China Vanke Co.Ltd. by Neri & Hu, China  9,990 bottles 
Notre Dame University, USA  9,546 bottles 
Legal Seafood, USA  9,325 bottles 
Cold Springs Harbor Laboratory USA 8,880 bottles 
Coca-Cola Enterprises by Franck Pech, France 8,880 bottles 
 
 
111 Navy Chair® made out of Recycled PET Plastic 
After local collection of used bottles, the PET is processed at Coca-Colaʼs recycling plant in 
South Carolina USA. The material goes a short distance to Tennessee where BASF prepares 
the proprietary mix. It is then sent to North Carolina where the chairs are molded.  
 
Emeco developed a robotic four-part molding tool to replicate exactly the square sections of the 
original chair. Each chair takes about three minutes to mold. Production is scalable to other 
regions. The six colors pass ecological benchmarks since there are no heavy metals added. 
Three colors, snow, flint gray and red, are guaranteed for outdoor use. The chair passes all 
commercial testing and has an expected 30+year life span. At the end of its life, the 111 Navy 
Chair® can be recycled to make new chairs. In 2010, the 111 Navy Chair® won the GOOD 
DESIGN Award and the IF International Design Forum Product Design Award and was 
an Interior Design Magazine Best of Year 2010 Finalist.   
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About Emeco 
Emeco was founded in 1944 to make all-aluminum chairs for the US Navy. Gregg Buchbinder 
purchased the company in 1998 and began a friendship and association with the renowned 
French architect, Philippe Starck, creating a series of products that united Emeco's historic 
manufacturing capabilities with Starck's classic designs. In 2000, Starck's Hudson chair for 
Emeco won the GOOD DESIGN Award and was accepted into the permanent design collection 
of the Museum of Modern Art in New York.  
 
In 2004, Emeco collaborated with the American architect Frank Gehry on Superlight, a chair that 
utilizes aluminumʼs ability to be both strong and flexible. Gehry's chair won the GOOD DESIGN 
Award in 2004 and is included in collections at MoMA, the San Francisco Museum of Modern 
Art and the Pinakothek der Modern in Munich. In 2006, Emeco teamed with BMW Designworks 
to launch “1951” an inexpensive stacking chair based on an out-of-production Emeco model 
from 1951.  
 
In 2007, Emecoʼs collaboration with Norman Foster “20-06” won another GOOD DESIGN 
award, as well as a 2007 Spark Design Award and the 2008 Baden-Württemberg International 
Design Award for environmentally progressive new products. In 2008, Emeco launched the 
Nine-O Collection by Ettore Sottsass – the last design by Sottsass who died at the age of 90, 
and in 2009 Emeco introduced Morgans by Andrée Putman, designed for the restored Morgans 
Hotel in NYC.  
 
In 2010, the 111 Navy Chair® won the GOOD DESIGN Award and the IF International Design 
Forum Product Design Award and was an Interior Design Magazine Best of Year 2010 Finalist.   
 
Emeco has grown ten times since 1998. Emeco has made over 1,000,000 1006 Navy® chairs 
since 1944 and now sells its furniture in 30 countries. For more information www.emeco.net.  
 
 
About The Coca-Cola Company  
The Coca-Cola Company (NYSE: KO) is the worldʼs largest beverage company, refreshing 
consumers with nearly 500 sparkling and still brands. Along with Coca-Cola, recognized as the 
worldʼs most valuable brand, the Companyʼs portfolio includes 12 other billion dollar brands, 
including Diet Coke, Fanta, Sprite, Coca-Cola Zero, vitaminwater, Powerade, Minute Maid, 
Simply and Georgia Coffee. Globally, Coca-Cola is the No. 1 provider of sparkling beverages, 
juices and juice drinks and ready-to-drink teas and coffees.  
 
Through the worldʼs largest beverage distribution system, consumers in more than 200 
countries enjoy the Companyʼs beverages at a rate of nearly 1.6 billion servings a day. With an 
enduring commitment to building sustainable communities, Coca-Cola is focused on initiatives 
that protect the environment, conserve resources and enhance the economic development of 
the communities where we operate. For more information www.thecoca-colacompany.com. 
 
NOTE TO EDITORS: Media can retrieve digital photos and other artwork to accompany 
this story by visiting www.emecowithcoke.com or by contacting Lia Forslund at 
+46708111826 or lia@emeco.net. 
	  


